
A FEW OF MY GLEN PARVA MEMORIES by Joyce Calow 
 
I wonder if any of you out there also share my Glen Parva memories 
from the 1970s/1980s. 
 

• Glen Parva Baby-Sitting Circle.  What a lifesaver this was. 
Regular coffee mornings were held for members to get to know 
each other, and on joining the group, you would be given a list of 
members, and to start you off 15 ‘free’ tickets equating to 15 hours 
of baby-sitting.  For each hour you baby-sat you earned 1 ticket.  
If you ‘worked’ past midnight, the charge was double.  What an 
excellent group this was.  I made many friends through it.   
 

• A kind of spin-off from this was the beginning of the Glen Parva 
branch of the NHR (National Housewives Register).  We would 
have evenings at each other’s houses to discuss anything and 
everything, but NOT children.  We had talks on such things as 
Philosophy, Astronomy, Theatre, Films, Pottery, and Crafts. 
 

• The Toby Club, a mums and toddler group, was held every 
Thursday afternoon at the Memorial Hall.  A great way of making 
friends.   
 

• I remember walks along the Great Central Way before it was 
tarmacked.  It was as lovely then as it is now, but then you could 
still imagine that a train might come hurtling towards you at any 
moment.  I think it closed as a railway line in the early 1960s.  
 

• The bass guitarist from the popular Leicestershire group 
Showaddywaddy lived in a house on Woodbank.  When he was 
out walking with his Irish Wolfhound, you would often see the local 
children trailing along behind singing one of their hit songs of the 
moment.  ‘Under the Moon of Love’ comes to mind.  He didn’t 
seem to mind.  It always brought a smile to everyone’s face. 
 

• Who remembers Mrs Carver and Prince?  Mrs Carver was a 
puppy walker for the Blind, and they famously appeared regularly 
on the children’s TV show, Blue Peter.  Whenever she was out 
walking Prince, everyone would stop to talk to her and pat Prince.  
It’s a wonder she ever got any walking done, but it certainly made 
sure Prince was used to meeting people.  The Carver family 
owned the newsagents on the corner of Grange Drive/Leicester 

    Road, hence the name, Carver’s Corner.  Mr Carver was also well    
 known for his work with the scouting movement.  


