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The 19th Glen Parva
Summer Gala

On Saturday 7th August, we welcomed the public back to the 19th Glen Parva Summer
Gala and what a day it was!
After 15 months, it was fantastic to see members of the
community and beyond coming together to enjoy what
we had on offer.
The day didn’t go without a hitch though as last minute,
the T-Rex we booked had to isolate due to covid and on
the morning of the gala, the children’s rides and food
trailer had to pull out, also due to covid. This led to a lastminute rush to find someone to provide food for the event
and luckily, Oaks Farm Catering saved the day!
The T-Rex was replaced by Gary the Gorilla and his friend
the velociraptor, with both providing some fantastic fun
throughout the day.
We had the classic cars display in the second field —
thanks to Bob Charlton for organising and something
new to the gala, which was extremely popular, land
zorbing and football darts.
Paul Temple was welcomed back with Punch and
Judy and his three shows were thoroughly enjoyed.
Inside the Memorial Hall, we had Animals for Parties,
a disco dome and photo booth which provided lots
of fun
The Park Café was open and ready to welcome lots
of customers with homemade cakes, refreshments
and a raffle whilst Glen Hills Library had a stall on
the field selling DVDs, plants and an
opportunity to join the library.
Thank you to every single person
who helped to make our first gala
post lockdown such a huge success.
We look forward to welcoming you
all back next year for our 20th Glen
Parva Gala!

Meet Your Glen Parva Councillors
Over the coming months, we will be introducing our councillors to you along with members of staff to help you put a
face to the name and to learn a little about them along the way.
In this edition, we would like to introduce Chairman of Glen Parva Parish Council Jan Martin and Vice Chairman
Stan Sidorowicz.

Councillor Jan Martin, Chairman of Glen Parva Parish Council
I have lived in Glen Parva all my
married life of 55 years, first of all in
Westdale Avenue and then moved
to Glenville Avenue where we have
lived for 44 years.
We have two children and four
grandchildren, three girls and one
boy, who are all growing up so
quickly. When my children started
school, I got involved in Glenhills
School PTA and also became a school Governor. When my
son moved to South Wigston High School, I joined the PTA
and eventually became a School Governor there as well.
I have been associated with Glen Parva Parish Council for
approximately 39 years, firstly I represented Glenhills Primary
School when I was a Governor there, which allowed me to
sit in on meetings, and I must have got the bug then.
I worked at Marks and Spencer from when Fosse Park
opened for 18 years in the home ware department. Prior to
being married, I worked at Leah Marks and also had my own
business as a dressmaker.
I used to run a Badminton club at the Memorial Hall many
years ago, but hobbies now are more sedate and gardening

is my passion. I opened my garden for the Glen Parva Open
Gardens two years ago.
I was encouraged to become a councillor about 20 years
ago by my friend Jack Button, and I have been Council
Chairman for 15 years. I was part of a team that transformed
the original library into what we have today, The Park Café
and Library and I am one of the coordinators and look after
the café. The café provides the finance to keep the library
open; this has become a community hub vital for so many
people in our community. This is something that I am very
proud of.
I have also been a Director of Glenhills Sports and Social
Club, for about 20 years.
My husband Ges is a motorbike enthusiast and is a member
of The Leicestershire and Rutland Blood Bikes, a charity
that ferries blood and samples to other hospitals out of hours
to hospitals up and down the country.
I have three cats, Reggie and Ronnie who are 6 and Daisy
who is a grand old lady at 18.
We love our holidays and have travelled the Caribbean and
Europe and love Norfolk and Cornwall. We always say that
we have to have our Cornish fix at least once a year, when
we try to visit our favourite place, St Ives.

Councillor Stan Sidorowicz, Vice Chair Glen Parva Parish Council
My wife, Linda, and I moved to Glen
Parva in 1981. Our daughter and
son grew up and were educated
here. We have always enjoyed living
in the area which has a wonderful
environment with places to walk and
cycle and the parish hall offers a
range of activities for children and
adults.
Our family has benefited greatly
from living in such a friendly and pleasant area; I felt I would
like to give something back. The opportunity arose when a
vacancy became available on the Parish Council in 2008. I
joined the Parish Council and I have served the community
continuously since then. Parish councils provide important
services to their community, and this gives me the opportunity
to represent local interests.
I am Vice Chair of the Council and a member of all the

committees and currently chair of the Staffing Committee.
As a parish councillor I represent the Parish on the Blaby
Group of Parish Councils. I am also a volunteer flood warden.
I was instrumental in setting up a group made up of
councillors and parishioners to produce and publish a Parish
Plan which represented views of residents. One positive
output was the redesign of the Parish Newsletter. Two new
councillors were recruited from the working group and still
serve on the Council.
More recently I was a key player in setting up the Library and
Café as a community managed facility which is now a muchvalued local hub. As a council we are very proud that we
have many volunteers who value the local area and work
alongside the Council to provide services for our parishioners.
The library and café are staffed entirely by volunteers and
are represented on the Library Committee of which I am
Vice Chair. The Nature Reserve is maintained by volunteers,
and I am one of the councillors who liaise with this group.

VACANCY

We have a casual vacancy for a Parish Councillor at present. If this is something you would be interested in, please contact
Parish Council Manager, Jayne Pollard — manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk

Glen Hills Library
Design A Logo Competition
Thanks to the brilliant teachers at Glen
Hills Primary School, and some ONLINE
entries we had 155 entries for the
competition to design a logo for the
library. They were all of a very high
standard and it was extremely difficult
for us to pick the winner. We finally
awarded 7 children a highly commended
certificate; 5 runners up had a certificate
and £10.00 Waterstones voucher and
the winner, Leo Mason, was awarded a
winner’s certificate and a £25.00
Waterstones voucher. Leo will be
working with a graphic artist to turn his
logo into artwork that can be used by the
library to put on a variety of goods. Keep
an eye out for bookmarks, bags and
other items.
Linda from the library was
lucky enough to visit the school
on 5th July to see the
certificates and prizes given to
the children, who didn’t know
until then that they had been
selected. It was a fantastic
morning and all of the pupils
were extremely well behaved;
a credit to the school and their
parents.

Libraries Week is an annual showcase and celebration of
the best that libraries have to offer. Each year we pick a
theme and explore the innovative and surprising things
that libraries are doing to support their communities.
In 2021, Libraries Week takes place between the 4th and
10th October, celebrating the nation’s much-loved libraries
and the central role that libraries play in their community
as a driver for inclusion, sustainability, social mobility and
community cohesion. We want to celebrate how Glen Hills
library is taking action and changing lives!

Do you write poetry or do you have a favourite poem you would like to share?
Let Glen Hills Library know about it and it will be displayed in the library on National Poetry Day, 7th October.

Wellbeing Books
Glen Hills Library has a range of new books to help you
understanding and manage your health and wellbeing.
Books can be borrowed for up to three weeks and may be
renewed.

If you would like to join the library or would like information
about any of our books, library volunteers will be pleased
to help.

Re-Start Grant from Blaby
District Council
As the café had been closed for some time, most of the stock that was bought back in October in preparation for reopening, was reaching its best before date and until May we were not sure when the café would be able to open again. The
café was cleared and most of this went to FareShare in Wigston to help support those in need.
It is important that the library remains open and can only do so if the café is supported to help cover the running costs such
as rates and electricity. The café and the library are run entirely by volunteers, with the café supporting the library to ensure
that this does not close, but over the past 18 months this has been very difficult. However, the Parish Council has been
fortunate enough to secure a £250 Re-Start Grant from Blaby District Council which has been put towards restocking the
café and hopefully the guidelines won’t change again and the café and library can remain open.

Volunteering
Opportunities at
Glen Hills Library
and The Park Café

Do you have a few hours to spare? If so, have you thought
about becoming a volunteer? Glen Hills Library and The
Park Café need you!
The library and café are looking for volunteers to join their
team in our wonderful community hub, based on Dorothy
Avenue. The café and library are both community managed
and would love to keep providing a fantastic service to
customers.
Volunteer cake bakers are also needed for the café so if
this is something you would be interested in, please get in
touch. So many people enjoy stopping by for a coffee, a
piece of homemade cake and a chat so we are always on
the lookout for new bakers. You will be paid for your
ingredients.
If you are interested, or would like more information, please
pop along to the café or library during opening hours and
ask for an expression of interest form.

Lateral Flow
Tests
Lateral flow tests are available from
Glen Hills Library. Please pop in and
ask a volunteer for your kit.

Glen Parva
Health Walks

Glen Parva Health Walks take place each Wednesday
morning as part of Active Blaby.
Meeting at the War Memorial Hall, by Dorothy Avenue
Playing Fields at 10.30am, the walks last one hour, ending
with well earned refreshments at The Park Café.
No booking is required, just turn up in comfortable walking
shoes and suitable clothing.
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INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
We create a unique and bespoke funeral
tailored to you and your loved one
24 Hour Service • Pre-Arranged and
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

EXPERT MEMORIAL MASONS
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Wills • Trusts • Lasting Power of Attorney
Estate Planning • Funeral Plans

Have you made your Will yet?
Is your Will up to date?
You are never too
young to have a Will.
We are local, based in
Glen Parva and come to you!
Please contact Nick Hughes

Mobile 07743 855 847
Oﬃce 0845 568 8574
Email nick@tclegalservices.co.uk
www.tclegalservices.co.uk

Member of the Society of Will Writers
and supporting the work of Rainbows Hospice

supporting

A new wildlife website has been set up to record and
showcase the wildlife and green spaces of Glen Parva. The
website is run by Leicestershire charity NatureSpot, with the
support of the Parish Council and Leicestershire County
Council.
The Glen Parva NatureSpot website encourages local
residents to add records of any wildlife seen locally, including
any photos, to help raise awareness of the plants and animals
living around us. All records are passed on to the County
Council’s Environmental Records Centre and national wildlife
recording schemes to help build the knowledge-base of
wildlife populations in Britain.
All Leicestershire parishes should support over 1,000 wildlife
species. Indeed one of the NatureSpot parishes, Sapcote,
has clocked up nearly double this number — and the list
keeps growing! We want to know about common wildlife
and particularly that found in gardens — from birds and
butterflies to slugs and weeds. If you don’t know what species
it is then NatureSpot will even identify it for you — just take
a photo and submit it on the website.

The Glen Parva NatureSpot website includes an interactive
map of the parish, with links to pages for nearby ‘Wild Places’
(more will be set up over time), a list of recent wildlife
sightings, a gallery of images and statistics of all the species
recorded. Elsewhere on the NatureSpot website you will find
a detailed guide to all the wildlife found so far in
Leicestershire, illustrated with images taken by local people.
You can help add to this by submitting photos of wildlife —
the best are selected for display.
The website keeps track of all your records and images so
you can easily see what species you’ve recorded and how
many of your images have been used in the species library.
Everyone can help by submitting wildlife records, just visit
NatureSpot and you will be guided through the user-friendly
form. If anyone has a particular interest in wildlife and would
like to help develop the NatureSpot website for Glen Parva
parish then please contact dnicholls@naturespot.org.uk.
To view our new website, go to www.naturespot.org.uk
and select our parish from the menu.

We have received complaints about vehicles being parked on
footpaths in the Glen Parva area.
I realise that it can often be difficult to park safely and leave
the roadway clear enough for other traffic to pass through
unless you do encroach onto the footpath. But by parking
wholly or partly on the footpath you create problems and
difficulties for others.
Not only do you obstruct the space that is designated for
pedestrians to use, you may also block the access to other
people’s property and cause a lot of inconvenience.
It can also cause damage to kerbs and verges, which may
then need to be mended.
In fact, you will be paying for this, because it’s public money
that will be used to pay for any repairs.
Please be careful of how and where you park. Think of how
you would feel if you couldn’t get by a parked car safely or
onto your own drive because a carelessly parked vehicle has
blocked it
Don’t be careless or worse still, thoughtless or selfish when
you park your car or van.

In the same vein, parking outside a school when dropping off
or collecting your children can cause similar problems if you
park carelessly, obstructing the footpath or someone’s drive.
It can put you or your own vehicle and other people in danger.
Don’t forget, it is against the law to park on the zigzag or
double yellow lines outside a school. They are put there to
create a clear space so that children can enter or leave school
in safety.
Careless or inconsiderate parking outside of a school may
result in action by the school or even the police.
Why not try something like the Parish Council’s ‘Park and
Stride Scheme’ where you can park your vehicle safely at the
Memorial Hall in Dorothy Avenue and walk with your children
the short distance to the school on Featherby Drive.
Don’t think that using the excuse of “It’s fine, I’ll only be a few
minutes” allows you to park wherever you like regardless.
You never will be “only a few minutes”.
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Ron Archer, Glen Parva Parish Councillor
(East Lubbesthorpe Ward) and Crime Reduction Liaison

PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE UPDATE
At the time of print, the Parish Office remains temporarily
closed. We are hoping to reopen as soon as possible and
will notify you via our website and social media platforms
when we have a date in place.
Parish Council Manager Jayne Pollard can be contacted
via email: manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
and Deputy Parish Council Manager Rachel Ayton:
admin@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk

HIRING THE WAR MEMORIAL HALL

We are now taking bookings for the Memorial Hall. Our halls can be used to conduct meetings, hold exercise classes or
groups or to host celebrations.
We have two halls available to hire, the Bellamy Suite, the smaller hall with projector faciities, and the Galsworthy Suite, the
larger hall with a stage and speakers. We have a fully equipped kitchen which can also be hired out.
For enquiries, please contact Rachel Ayton-admin@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk

Glen Parva Parish Councillors
Parish Councillors can be contacted via the Parish office on 0116 277 1450
EAST LUBBESTHORPE WARD
MR R ARCHER
MR M PRIDEAUX
MR S SIDOROWICZ — Council Vice Chair
VACANCY

SOUTH WARD
MRS S O’CONNELL
MRS H CAPEWELL
MR H EMBLEY
MR D BROWN
MRS S PROBERT

If anyone is interested in becoming a Parish Councillor please contact the Parish Council Manager.

NORTH WARD
MRS J MARTIN — Council Chair
MRS F TURNER
MR P BOATMAN
MR J PARTRIDGE
MR J ALLEN
MISS J SKIDMORE

The Parish Council contact details are as follows:
Parish Council Manager: Mrs Jayne Pollard
Email:
manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Website: www.glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Twitter:
@glenparvaparish
Facebook: Glen Parva Parish Council
Telephone: 0116 277 1450
Mail:
Parish Council Office, Glen Parva War Memorial Hall, Dorothy Avenue, Glen Parva, Leicester
LE2 9JD
Members of the Parish Council welcome your comments and feedback and we look forward to hearing from you.
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