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COVID-19
Thank You to Our Community
We are all currently experiencing an extremely difficult time with the coronavirus pandemic and Glen
Parva Parish Council would like to thank the community for pulling together during this time.
We have had residents so kindly offer their help and support to elderly members of the community,
or to those self-isolating and unable to get out to do shopping or collect prescriptions. Thank you to
everyone who has volunteered their time to help others, it is so greatly appreciated and demonstrates
what a fantastic community we have.
To everyone adhering to the rules and staying at home, thank you. To those who are maintaining
social distancing whilst out on their daily exercise or visiting the shops for essentials — thank you.
Unfortunately, there has been the odd group of people who believe the rules do not apply to them.
Hanging round in groups on Dorothy Avenue Playing Fields and using the play area even though it
closed to the public with immediate effect on 24th March. These people continue to put themselves
and others at risk but they CAN be reported. If you witness any social gatherings or untoward
behaviour, please report this to 111. This can be done anonymously via phone call or the
Leicestershire Police website.

Glen Parva Gala
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Due to the current situation with COVID-19, it is with heavy hearts that we must cancel this year’s 19th
Glen Parva Gala which was due to take place on Saturday 8th August on Dorothy Avenue Playing
Fields.
The decision was finalised during the Virtual Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 11th May
as we feel it is extremely unlikely that the Government will lift the restrictions to such an extent by August
that we could host the gala. We must continue to follow the Government Guidelines and prioritise the
wellbeing of everyone.
We thank you for your understanding and look forward to next year’s gala (date to be confirmed) when
we can all safely enjoy the day.

Chairman’s Report 2019–20

GLEN PARVA PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT
As they say, just when you think everything is hunky dory,
something comes along and slaps you in the face. Who would
have thought that the whole of our nation would be in the
middle of a pandemic, something unheard of before,
something so horrific that our country has come to a virtual
standstill.
But for some, life has to carry on. Our staff, Donna, Don and
Paul, are furloughed. Nigel is still working and the Parish
Council Manager Jayne and Senior Administrative Officer
Rachel are both working from home so Council work continues.
After a few training courses we now know the benefit of Zoom,
and the first meeting of the new financial year the Annual
Meeting of Glen Parva Parish Council was held virtually, so
decisions can still be made and life for the council carries on
more or less as normal. Before all of this happened, before we
had even heard of COVID-19 we were enjoying a really steady
successful year.
We welcomed new councillors Jools Partridge and John Allan
and later David Brown came to join us. We hope they are
enjoying their time with us, getting involved with Parish
business.
The Precept requirement for the financial year 2020/2021 is
£236,020 which is based on estimates of income and
expenditure for the year. It should be noted that the figure of
£236,020 represents an increase of £16,750 based upon
last year’s Band D figure. The Parish Council recognises the
present financial climate and remains committed to providing
value for money services, facilities and improvements for the
local community. The main focus for the Council’s expenditure
for 2020/2021 is the fixed costs in respect of the
administration of the Council, Glen Hills Library, The Park
Cafe and the Glen Parva War Memorial Hall, together with the
maintenance of the Council’s open spaces and recreational
areas.
The planning application for the Cork Lane development has
been resubmitted. Blaby District Council are trying to ensure
that all of the testing is done properly, and in the correct areas.
It will come back to a planning meeting when Blaby District
Council are satisfied that it has been done to their
recommendations.
Our Annual Gala was a huge success. It is only when you look
back on the year that you realise just how sad it is that we can’t
go ahead with our plans for this year, and the way that it affects
the Parish and its people who were looking forward to it.
We gained the Green Flag Award for the 5th consecutive
year. This year it will be decided by a mystery shopper as and
when it will be possible to do it.
We held our Annual Remembrance Service in November and
thank you to Mike Playdon who presided over the event and
the 62nd (Leicester) Glen Hills Scouts.
The annual pantomime was held in December and we do not
know if we are able to go ahead with our booking for this year.
It will be a slow process to pick up the pieces and for our lives
to get back to normal.
The Library and Park Café were going from strength to

strength. Apart from the regular library service, they held
several functions: a Quiz Night; a Murder Mystery Evening; a
talk from the National Trust; a Walking Treasure Hunt; and a
visit from a local children’s author.
Thank you to all the library volunteers and the people who
organize the events and special thanks to Linda and Stan
Sidorowicz for everything that they do.
All the proceeds raised by them are used to keep this essential
library going.
The café provides a wonderful facility for people to get together
to enjoy the best coffee and cake and I want to thank the café
volunteers and the ladies who bake such wonderful cakes.
There are now three arms to our business, the Library, the
Park Café and the Knit and Natter group and this group of
ladies meet twice a week and every penny raised helps us to
provide an essential community hub for the people of Glen
Parva. We can’t wait to reopen and to get back to normal if
that is ever possible.
The day that we closed the café down was for me so
emotional. We have put so much into making it a success that
not knowing when we would reopen and walking away from a
successful concern that was cherished by the residents was
difficult.
Very sadly one of our regular volunteers Doreen Button passed
away late last year. Doreen had been with the café from the
start and was also key member of the Knit and Natter group
and joined in everything, she is very sadly missed. Norman
Bakewell also died earlier this year. Norman was very well
known character in the area, he once worked for the council
and was a regular visitor to the café. He too will be sadly
missed.
We have been fighting against the regulation that makes us
pay more rates for the library and café than for the rest of the
building put together and I thank Stan for his perseverance.
This is a situation that realistically and morally is wrong but
trying to get someone to see that it is, proves extremely difficult.
We are so fortunate to have a brilliant team who work behind
Glen Parva Parish Council dedicated to making it the best it
can be, from our cleaner Donna, our caretakers Paul and
Don, gardener Julie, litter picker Glyn and our man of many
talents Nigel, thank you for everything that they do even in
extreme circumstances.
Our office staff, Jayne Pollard, Parish Council Manager, who
passed her CILCA qualification which now reinstates our
General Power of Competencem and Senior Administrative
Officer Rachel Ayton, who has passed her ILCA qualification.
Both have worked extremely hard and this is very well
deserved. Glen Parva Parish Council is very grateful for their
dedication and support and we offer our congratulations to
them both.
We look forward to the time when we can bring our staff back
together and open our doors to everyone.
Jan Martin
Chairman of Glen Parva Parish Council

Help for Vulnerable Residents During COVID-19
Blaby District Council have set up a Community Hub for vulnerable residents
in the district to access help during this uncertain time.
The service prioritises those who have no one else to help and residents who
are the most vulnerable including:
• Over 70s
• Those with underlying health conditions
• Families struggling to cope
• People who have received a letter from NHS England stating that they are in a priority group

There is a helpline available for anyone to ring if they are vulnerable, have no other support or know of
someone who needs help. For assistance, please call 0116 275 0555 where you can request practical
support such as urgent food supplies, collection of medication or help for someone who needs checking on.
In addition to helping vulnerable residents, the hub also welcomes those who would like to volunteer their help
during this time. To volunteer, please visit www.blaby.gov.uk/community-hub

If you are feeling lonely during this time and would like a chat via a phone call, the Rural Community
Council (RCC) have provided a phone number which you can call to speak to someone over a cup of tea.
The RCC is a registered charity for Leicestershire and Rutland which supports and represents local communities.
If you would like to use this service, please call 01455

856330 for more information.

COVID-19 Helpline: 0116 275 0555

Dorothy
Avenue
Play Area
CLOSED

MONDAY
CLUB

AMENDMENT

The play area on Dorothy Avenue Playing Fields remains CLOSED until further
notice. This includes the gym equipment which is out of use. Please respect the
decision of the Parish Council, and the instructions from the Government on
23rd March.

In the February edition of the Glen
Parva News, a couple of pieces of
information were wrongly stated. The
fee for joining Monday Club is £2.00
followed by £1.50 per week and
contact details are Pauline Antill,
Treasurer, 0116 2238199.

The Memorial Garden remains open but we ask that social distancing rules are
adhered to when visiting the gardens for reflection.

We apologise for any inconvenience
this may have caused.

Tree Works at
the Moat Site

My Muddy Boots

Over the past 18 months, we have been having some
extensive tree works carried out on the Moat Site and
Alison’s Acre. This is still currently ongoing and will be
completed in due course.
We would like to thank Discus General Services for their
hard work in making the area look so beautiful for everyone
to enjoy.
In order to preserve the beauty of this site, please ensure
that you continue to pick up after your dog and dispose of
it correctly in the waste bins provided on the site.
A new life buoy will be provided on site along with the
installation of a new bench funded through Section 106
money.
The Moat Site is of significant archaeological and historical
importance for the local area and is managed in order to
enhance the biodiversity of the site. The area provides
general informal recreational facilities and links to the Glen
Parva Ford and wider footpath networks to Blaby.
Alison’s Acre is a small wildlife area next to the river bought
and gifted to the Parish by a local family in memory of their
daughter, Alison, who was tragically killed in a road
accident.

My Muddy Boots is a pre-school forest school run by Glen
Parva resident Emily Crofton. The pre-school meets in the
Spinney every Thursday morning for children aged two
years plus to attend with a parent or carer. Due to the
current situation with COVID-19, My Muddy Boots isn’t
running at present but you can check out the website
mymuddyboots.org.uk for more information.

OPEN GARDENS
Saturday
13th June 2020

CANCELLED
It is with regret that due to the COVID-19 pandemic that
we must cancel this year’s Open Gardens event which
was scheduled for Saturday 13th June.
We would like to thank everyone who put their gardens
forward for the event and we look forward to planning
another Open Gardens in the future.

Proudly Serving Leicestershire for over 100 years

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
We create a unique and bespoke funeral
tailored to you and your loved one
24 Hour Service • Pre-Arranged and
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

EXPERT MEMORIAL MASONS
Creating a lasting memory of your loved one
Bespoke Memorials • Personalised Designs
Unique Showroom • Additional Inscriptions
Memorial Renovations

/GSellerCo

@GSellerCo

Hinckley • Newbold Verdon
office@gseller.co.uk | 0116 278 5634

Wills • Trusts • Lasting Power of Attorney
Estate Planning • Funeral Plans

Have you made your Will yet?
Is your Will up to date?
You are never too
young to have a Will.
We are local, based in
Glen Parva and come to you!
Please contact Nick Hughes

Mobile 07743 855 847
Oﬃce 0845 568 8574
Email nick@tclegalservices.co.uk
www.tclegalservices.co.uk

Member of the Society of Will Writers
and supporting the work of Rainbows Hospice

supporting

Glen Hills Library
Murder Mystery
Evening

On Saturday 14th March, a murder mystery Hi-De-Hi-DeHELP! was held at the War Memorial Hall, organised by
Glen Hills Library with the performance by Whetstone Drama
group, starring Glen Parva Parish Councillor Mr John
Sutcliffe.
A fish and chip van provided
freshly cooked supper as
guests enjoyed the supper
in the hall, which was
decorated in line with the
seaside theme of Hi-De-Hi.
We would like to thank
Linda Sidorowicz and her
team of helpers for all their
hard work in organizing
the event and Whetstone
Drama Group for a fantastic
show!

Author
Drew Simpson
Visits Glen Hills
Library

During February half term, children’s author Drew Simpson
came along to Glen Hills Library to read his latest book The
Bubble Bursters of Bathsville to a packed-out audience!
Drew joined Katie and Rebekah for the Stories and Rhyme
session and lots of children and their adults joined in the fun
— it was standing room only in the end!
We would like to thank Drew for coming and look forward
to seeing him again soon.
Stories and Rhyme takes place every Wednesday morning
at the children’s corner of the library at 10.30am. It’s free
fun for babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers! Keep a look out
on the Glen Hills Library Facebook page for details of when
Stories and Rhyme will return after the lockdown.

Bird Boxes in the Nature Reserve

In February, the Parish Council invested in twenty bird boxes to be hung on trees around the nature reserve. Local Nature
Reserve volunteers Roy and Sue Hubble numbered each bird box and treated them with a rainproof coating before hanging
them on the trees in the reserve. Thank you to Sue and Roy for all of their help with this project, the birds are certainly
enjoying them!

Crime Report

These are trying times for all of us and I have been
impressed with the way people have rallied round to help
their neighbours, support the NHS and other front-line
services or simply done their bit to help stop the spread of
the COVID-19 virus.
I now realise that a lot of technical innovations that I thought
were just gimmicks have many practical uses as people
have developed their knowledge and use of technology.
Not only to keep in touch with friends and family but also to
find new ways to keep up with their learning and hobbies.
However, whilst people have shown their good side, others
were quick to take advantage of the crisis.

Fly Tipping
Fly tipping is defined as a deposit of any waste on to land
which does not have a license to accept it.
It is an offence to fly tip and if convicted, you could face a
fine of £50,000 or one-year imprisonment.
You can report fly tipping online:
www.blaby.gov.uk/environmental-issue/reporting/reportflytipping/
If you witness fly tipping and wish to report it, here are
some points to consider:
1) Do not approach the fly tipper

It wasn’t long before someone used fears of the virus in an
attempt to scam money from people by using the phone or
computer.

2) Go not go near the rubbish until you are sure it is safe
and do not touch anything

That being said, fraudsters still use many other ways to
trick you, such as posing as someone official or claiming
that there has been an attempt to access your account.

3) Note the date, time and place where it happened

Be alert to this, and don’t relax your guard. Always make
sure that a telephone call or e-mail is genuine before you
respond, especially with cold calls.

5) Description of vehicle, if you can, including registration
number
6) Description of person committing the offence.

Verify that the caller is who they claim to be. If possible, call
back on another line. Most reputable firms are aware that
scammers often falsely claim to be representing them and
won’t object to you checking.

Please don’t approach anyone or put yourselves in any
danger and report the incident online to Blaby District
Council.

Always find the number for yourself, don’t rely on the one
that the person calling gives you, it could be false and
operated by the scammers.
So always be alert. Fraudsters are good at playing on your
fears to make you do what they ask, so don’t be panicked
into parting with your money.
Whist you have been spending more time at home, there
has been less opportunity for domestic crime but thieves
are still about and will take advantage of any opportunity so
don’t become careless with your home security.
Don’t leave doors and windows open or leave vehicles or
cycles unlocked and unsecured.
Make every effort to stay safe during these difficult times.
Councillor Ron Archer, Crime Reduction Liaison

War Memorial
Hall Bookings
Please note that we are currently not taking any bookings
for the War Memorial Hall due to COVID-19 and the
building remains closed until further notice.

4) Note what the waste looks like and how much there is

CiLCA and ILCA
Qualifications
As well as running a busy Parish Office, Parish Council
Manager Jayne Pollard and Senior Administrative Officer
Rachel Ayton have been working hard outside of work to
complete their council qualifications. Jayne passed her
CiLCA (Certificate in Local Council Administration in April
and Rachel passed her ILCA (Introduction to Local Council
Administration) in February.
Since working from home during the lockdown, Rachel
has also attended three webinars hosted by SLCC (Society
of Local Council Clerks). The first webinar was about
Emotional Resilience which was followed by Helping the
Community during the COVID-19 Pandemic.
A four-hour webinar was also attended by Rachel which
gave guidance on website accessibility. All websites must
be accessible to absolutely everyone, with different needs
and abilities, by September 2020.

Glen Parva Walking Group

BEAT THE STREET

Congratulations to the Glen
Parva Walking Group who
were announced as Winners
of the Beat the Street Small
Teams Total Points Leader
Board!
The walking group usually
takes place every Wednesday
morning at 10.30am, meeting
by the playing fields on
Dorothy Avenue, finishing
with refreshments at The Park
Café.
Due to COVID-19, the walks
are now on hold until further
notice.

VIRTUAL COUNCIL MEETINGS

Due to the current situation with COVID-19, all Glen Parva Parish Council meetings will be held virtually via Zoom. Virtual
meetings will be publicised on the agendas which will be uploaded to our website www.glenparva parishcouncil.org.uk.
During the pandemic, agendas are not required to be displayed on Parish notice boards but are accessible via the Council
Meeting calendar on our website. Please make note of the time the meeting will commence as this may differ to previous
council meetings, until further notice.

Glen Parva Parish Councillors
Parish Councillors can be contacted via the Parish office on 0116 277 1450
EAST LUBBESTHORPE WARD
MR R ARCHER
MR M PRIDEAUX
MR S SIDOROWICZ — Council Vice Chair
MR J SUTCLIFFE

SOUTH WARD
MR A METHVEN
MRS S O’CONNELL
MRS H CAPEWELL
MR H EMBLEY
MR D BROWN

NORTH WARD
MRS J MARTIN — Council Chair
MRS F TURNER
MR P BOATMAN
MR M BEAVER
MR JOOLS PARTRIDGE
MR JOHN ALLEN

If anyone is interested in becoming a Parish Councillor please contact the Parish Council Manager.

The Parish Council contact details are as follows:
Parish Council Manager: Mrs Jayne Pollard
Email:
manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Website: www.glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Twitter:
@glenparvaparish
Facebook: Glen Parva Parish Council
Telephone: 0116 277 1450
Mail:
Parish Council Office, Glen Parva War Memorial Hall, Dorothy Avenue, Glen Parva, Leicester
LE2 9JD
Members of the Parish Council welcome your comments and feedback and we look forward to hearing from you.
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