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It has been a very difficult year for Glen Parva Parish Council.
No different to any other Council trying to keep everything going
through difficult circumstances. Our Council, fortunately through
the power of the Internet and Zoom, have been able to carry on
with Council business and we have held all of our Council and
Committee meetings as usual.
Some of our staff have been furloughed and some have been
working from home but our Council Offices have been closed
since 23rd March 2020. Closed, but we have been ticking over
trying to be as normal as we can and are allowed to be.
I am saddened to announce that Councillor Alan Methven decided
to resign from the Council; he was very much respected and for
many years represented the South Ward. Alan worked tirelessly
for the Council and we will miss him. We thank him for his work,
his knowledge and his support. We also said goodbye to Mark
Beaver as he has now left the area. We thank Mark for his
contribution and support whilst he was on the Council.
We welcome two new Councillors, Jess Skidmore who lives
locally and represents the North Ward and has many ideas up
her sleeve and Sue Probert, who represents the South Ward. I
know that they both want to get stuck in and meet local people.
I am sure that they will both be an asset to the Parish Council and
I sincerely hope they both enjoy working with us.
The library closed in March then re-opened then closed and are
now open for click and collect only. We thank the entire library
volunteer force for keeping it open for this important service.
The café opened briefly for a month in October after the first lock
down but unfortunately had to close again. All our hirings were
cancelled, everything we had planned for — the Annual Gala, the
Annual Remembrance Service, the Christmas Pantomime 2020
— all were cancelled, and the Annual Gala 2021 at this moment
in time hangs in the balance.
We were so sorry for the people that regularly hire the hall but
we, like all other places, had to turn people away.
This will probably go down as the most miserable winter that we
have known.
No one thought that lockdown would have such a dreadful effect
on us, as people and the nation as a whole, on schools and
colleges and on businesses that have struggled to keep afloat
and, in many cases, did not survive.
There is light now and hopefully we are nearing the end, and as
we anticipate getting back to normal just as the weather is picking
up it all gives us hope for the future.
We were awarded the Green Flag for the 7th consecutive year
for the Glen Hills and Glen Parva Nature Reserve. It should
have been hoisted in August at our Gala, but again like everything
else it was put off. So, without ceremony it was hoisted a few
weeks ago by a member of our staff. We are very proud of this

achievement, which is due to all of our volunteers.
We have been having work done in the spinney. Unfortunately
many of our trees are diseased, some with broken branches and
some hanging precariously and dangerous, so 28 trees have
been removed. We obviously don’t take these decisions lightly
but health and safety must come first for everyone.
The planning application for Cork Lane is still ongoing. Blaby
District Council as yet are not satisfied about the results presented
to them concerning the safety of the land or the junction at the
top of Cork Lane where there is a possibility of danger to school
children where several lanes join at the entrance to this proposed
estate.
Life goes on and we are so fortunate to live in such a beautiful
area; we have lovely walks on our doorsteps. Although crowded
at times, the Great Central Way has given us walks in to Aylestone
or Blaby and the Glen Parva and Glen Hills Nature Reserve has
refreshed even the worst flagging spirit. There is a problem with
rubbish being left and so we urge people to take their rubbish
home rather than leave it and make the beautiful area a mess.
Looking on the bright side, we will all get our Covid Vaccination.
We must keep positive and look forward to a time when we can
plan a holiday later in the year and meet up with our loved ones.
It won’t be too long now.
We can’t wait to be able to say ‘We are Open’ and back in
business, to welcome our hirers and all of our friends. We are
planning to reopen the Café and the Library will open for more
hours week beginning May 17th. We hope to also welcome back
our Knit and Natter ladies who do so many good deeds.
We were fortunate to receive a grant from Cultural Communities
and a project called Glen Hills Together gave us the wonderful
display on the railings at Christmas, which at least brought some
festive cheer to the area. Thank you to the ladies for their joyous
work.
During our closure we have been able to decorate many parts of
the building internally, so it will look bright and refreshed for our
reopening.
One piece of good news comes from the Button family of Jack,
an ex-Councillor, and Doreen a Café Volunteer. Their sons knew
what the Council and the Café meant to them both and they have
very generously donated £1000 to the Café. The volunteers will
meet to decide how to spend this money on something fitting to
help us to remember Jack and Doreen
Our staff have been brilliant during this awful time. We will
welcome them back with open arms, they are a great team.
Irrespective of the job that they do, they pull together in desperate
times and we thank them all.
Jan Martin
Chairman of Glen Parva Parish Council

Glen Parva Summer Gala
Saturday 7th August 2021

This year’s annual gala is due to take place on 7th August and if the restrictions are lifted by the government
for the 21st June WE WILL BE RUNNING THIS YEAR’S GALA! So we are definitely looking forward to
a really sunny day! If you are looking to hold a stall this year please contact the office and we will send out
booking forms once we are sure we can go ahead.
We have secured all of our main events from last year, including the T-Rex dinosaur, disco dome and photo
booth, Animals for Parties, surf simulator and climbing wall, to name a few, so we really hope we are able
to host this fantastic event for you this summer.
Once we have confirmation that the gala can take place, we will advertise this on our website
www.glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk, our social media platforms: Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and also
on our noticeboards around the Parish.

Precept and Charges 2021/22
The Precept requirement for the financial year 2021/2022 is £253,811 which is
based on estimates of income and expenditure for the year.
It should be noted that the figure of £253,811 represents an
increase of £17,791 based upon last year’s Band D figure.
The Parish Council recognises the present financial climate
and remains committed to providing value for money services,
facilities and improvements for the local community. The main
focus for the Council’s expenditure for 2021/2022 is the fixed
costs in respect of the administration of the Council, Glen Hills
Library and Café and the Glen Parva War Memorial Hall,
together with the maintenance of the Council’s open spaces
and recreational areas.
The Council has agreed that this sum maintains the level of
quality service provision without impacting too much upon
the Council reserves. There is also a predicted increase in the
role of parish councils and the provision of local services and
facilities.
Views on how the parish could be improved are always
welcome. The Parish Council Manager can be contacted on
0116 277 1450 or via email —
manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
The future funding for parish councils remains uncertain as
capping by central government is a major consideration
together with proposed devolution of other council services
that may be at risk of closing or ceasing from other local
authority budget restrictions.
Meetings of the Parish Council are usually held on the third
Monday of every month at 7.00pm (subject to alteration) at
the Glen Parva War Memorial Hall, Dorothy Avenue, Glen
Parva. However, due to the current pandemic these are being

held via Zoom until further notice. All details for joining the
meetings are on the website.
In addition, there are four main Council Committees. The
Planning, Leisure & Environment, the Memorial Hall
Management Committee usually meet on the first Monday of
each month and the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee
meets quarterly and the Library & Café Committee meet every
other month.
However, these meetings dates and times will be confirmed at
the annual Parish Council meeting in May and may be subject
to change due to bank holiday restrictions and variations in
Council business. All agendas and notice of meetings are
displayed on Council notice boards throughout the parish, Glen
Hills Library and on the Parish Council website.
Members of the public are welcome to attend the meetings.
There is an opportunity for public participation at any Council
meeting at the beginning of each meeting.
The Parish Council continues to issue a newsletter to
households on a quarterly basis.
The Parish Council is pleased that a number of volunteers
assist the Parish Council and their local community. Volunteer
projects include, Aylestone Holt Spinney, Library and Café,
Glen Hills and Glen Parva Local Nature Reserve, litter picking
and tree wardens.
The Parish Council would like to thank everybody for their
support and assistance and if anyone is interested in becoming
a volunteer or, should a vacancy arise, a Councillor, please
contact the Parish Council Manager.

The Park Café

Reopening 17th May 2021
From Monday May 17th, The Park Café was finally able to open its doors again after
being closed for the past year due to Covid. A brief opening was possible in autumn,
before we were locked down again.
Please come along and support this fantastic community managed café and catch up
with volunteers, friends and family.
Thank you for your ongoing support and we look forward to seeing you soon for
delicious coffee, speciality teas and the best homemade cakes!

Park and Stride

Dorothy Avenue Car Park
With the traffic around Glen Hills Primary School
building up at drop off and pick up time, we
encourage those doing the school run to make the
journey by walking wherever possible, or by using
the car park at the War Memorial Hall on Dorothy
Avenue if you travel by car.
The Park and Stride initiative helps to promote a
walking nation and also helps to reduce congestion
around schools. The car park is available for families
to park their car and complete their journey to
school on foot and we urge you to use this parking
facility in one of our two car parks available.
Over the past year, the second car park has been
locked slightly earlier in the day. However, as restrictions ease further, the times the car park will be open will be extended.
Locking times are available on the gate to the second car park.

Dog Fouling and Fly Tipping

Dog fouling is unfortunately
becoming a regular feature in
both our newsletter and social
media platforms. If you are
walking a dog, then you are
responsible to pick up its waste,
whether the dog belongs to you
or you are walking it for a family
or friend.
If you are caught failing to pick
up after your dog, you could
face a fine.
To report dog fouling, please
contact Blaby District Council
on 0116 2750555 or you can
complete an online report form by visiting:
www.blaby.gov.uk/environmental-issue/animals-andpests/dog-fouling/

Fly tipping is the illegal dumping
of waste which unfortunately
occurs to avoid disposal costs.
Common types of fly-tipped
waste include:
• Household waste
• Domestic items such as
fridges and mattresses
• Garden Waste
• Commercial waste including
builder’s rubble, tyres and
clinical waste.
Fly tipping is illegal and carries a fine upon conviction of up
to £50,000 or one year imprisonment. Is it really worth it?
To report fly tipping, contact Blaby District Council via
telephone or visit:
www.blaby.gov.uk/environmental-issue/reporting/reportflytipping/

Proudly Serving Leicestershire for over 100 years

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
We create a unique and bespoke funeral
tailored to you and your loved one
24 Hour Service • Pre-Arranged and
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

EXPERT MEMORIAL MASONS
Creating a lasting memory of your loved one
Bespoke Memorials • Personalised Designs
Unique Showroom • Additional Inscriptions
Memorial Renovations

/GSellerCo

@GSellerCo

Hinckley • Newbold Verdon
office@gseller.co.uk | 0116 278 5634

Wills • Trusts • Lasting Power of Attorney
Estate Planning • Funeral Plans

Have you made your Will yet?
Is your Will up to date?
You are never too
young to have a Will.
We are local, based in
Glen Parva and come to you!
Please contact Nick Hughes

Mobile 07743 855 847
Oﬃce 0845 568 8574
Email nick@tclegalservices.co.uk
www.tclegalservices.co.uk

Member of the Society of Will Writers
and supporting the work of Rainbows Hospice

supporting

GLEN HILLS LIBRARY UPDATE
New Library and
Café Opening hours
from 17th May
Providing the current government reopening targets are
met the library and café will be fully open, with social
distancing measures in place, at the following times:
Monday and Tuesday
— 09.00 to 12.30
Wednesday and Thursday — 14.00 to 17.00
— (café open 14.00-16.30)
Saturday
— 09.00 to 13.00
As lockdown measures are lifted we hope to increase the
opening hours and gradually reintroduce activities.

Super Spies in
Lockdown
Six lucky families joined Claude Pringle and Mirabel by
Zoom on Easter Saturday and were briefed on their mission
to save Glen Parva from the evil Vortex. Spy training was
provided and ONLINE activities and challenges were set.
There was also an outdoor treasure hunt around Glen
Parva where the spies had to use their encryption skills. At
the debrief on Easter Tuesday the intrepid adventurers
were congratulated on their hard work and ingenuity.
Mirabel was able to inform her boss ‘Granny’ that Glen
Parva was safe and that goodwill and creativity had been
restored!
The volunteers at the library would like to give a very big
thank you to the theatre company, Angel Exit and to Live
and Local who sponsored the show.

APPEAL FOR
VOLUNTEERS

We are looking for volunteers in the library
and café and also cake makers for the café.
We are a friendly and welcoming team. Why
not pop into the library and pick up an information pack?

Pictures, Prose and
Perfect Pastry
There is certainly a good deal of goodwill and creativity
among our local residents. We have been so impressed by
the quality of Winter Photographs, Glen Parva memories
and recipes that were submitted for our challenges. Look
out for the booklet that will be available soon in the library.

GLEN HILLS
TOGETHER
Although the library has only been open for limited hours
and initially for ‘Click and Collect’ only, the volunteers have
not been idle. Funded by a generous grant from Cultural
Communities they have organised a number of activities
and challenges for our local residents who have risen to
the challenge.

Plant and Share
Month at
Glen Hills Library

COMING NEXT
Logo Competition
Youngsters aged between five and eleven are invited to
design a logo for the library and café. There will be a prize
of book tokens for the winning entry.
Take a piece of A5 paper and using three colours design
a logo to reflect our local area. Look round the area at the
environment. What sights do you enjoy? There are nice
buildings, woods and countryside and a canal flowing
through it.
Closing date 31st May.
Entries: you can bring these to the library or photograph
and email to admin@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk

Photography
Exhibition
We will display all of the wonderful photographs submitted
for Winter in Glen Parva in the library from late June. Do
come in and admire them.

Artist in Residence
Glen Hills Together took part in ‘Food for Life Get
Togethers’ Plant and Share month.
Plant and Share Month is a celebration of growing your
own. From 19 April –19 May, we were encouraging the
nation to dig in and sow, grow and share veg with their
communities. People brought seeds, seedlings and plants
to the library to share with our community. There was a
wide variety of seeds and plants exchanged — edibles
such as lettuce, spinach and beans and wonderful flowers
like sweet peas, alliums, lavender and geraniums.

We are hoping to have an artist in residence in the library
during the Summer holidays to work with children on
activities based on the Summer Reading Scheme. Look
out on social media for further details.

PARISH COUNCIL
OFFICE UPDATE

Thank you to everyone who took part. There will be some
spectacular gardens in Glen Parva this year! If you
exchanged seeds or plants, please send us a photo of
what you have grown.

At the time of print, the Parish office remains closed with
Parish Council Manager, Jayne Pollard and Deputy Parish
Council Manager Rachel Ayton, working remotely.
We are hoping to be able to open the office to the public
again from 21st June but await confirmation of this. Updates
can be found on our website and social media platforms.
Should you need to contact either Jayne or Rachel, you can
email Jayne at manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
or Rachel at admin@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Alternatively, you can call the office and leave a message on
0116 277 1450.

e Report · Crime Report · Crime R
There has been a marked increase in anti-social behaviour
recently. Not only in Glen Parva, but also the surrounding
areas.
This often involves people gathering in large groups, either at
organised or impromptu events. They often ignore social
distancing and other lockdown regulations, and often cause
damage or disturbance to others.
Whist the welcome easing of lock-down and the arrival of
better weather will provide more opportunities to meet and
mix together please stay safe and respect other people and
their property.
The amount of litter being left in public and open spaces still
remains a problem.
Don’t let your enjoyment of greater freedoms lead to a further
increase in the problem.
Please dispose of your litter properly and don’t leave it lying
around for someone else to deal with.
Whilst lockdown meant that there might have been less
opportunity to commit crimes such as house burglaries, crime
still goes on and other types of criminal activity have increased.
The easing of restrictions may mean that you are away from
your home more frequently and this will, no doubt, provide
criminals with more opportunities.
Always remain vigilant and make sure that you and your
property are as safe as possible.
One crime that is always on the increase is the amount of
telephone and computer scams that are around, and there
are always new ones appearing.
Here is some more information from Leicestershire Police
about one of the latest frauds.
Action Fraud is warning savers to remain vigilant and protect
their pensions, as figures from the national reporting centre
for fraud and cybercrime reveal £1.8 million has already been
lost to pension fraud this year.
Criminals are malicious and unapologetic when it comes to
committing pension fraud. They are motivated by their own
financial gain and lack any kind of empathy for their victims,
who can often lose their whole life savings to these scams.
We know pension fraud can have a devastating impact, both
financially and emotionally, but any one of us can fall victim to
a fraud and it’s nothing to feel ashamed or embarrassed
about. It’s incredibly important that instances of pension fraud,
and attempted scams, are reported to Action Fraud.
Every report helps police get that bit closer to the people
committing these awful crimes. Reporting to Action Fraud
also allows our specialist victim-support advocates to provide
people with important protection advice and signpost them to
local support services.
Pension scams often include free pension reviews, ‘too good
to be true’ investment opportunities, or offers to help release
money from your pension even though you’re under 55.
Sadly, the true scale of pension fraud is likely to be much

higher than what is being reported, as victims often don’t
realise they have been scammed until many years later.
Savers must be cautious about making decisions about money
that may have taken a lifetime to build, as it can be snatched
away in an instant.
How to protect yourself
• Reject unexpected pension opportunities, such as free
pension reviews or investment opportunities involving your
pension, whether made via email, social media, text, or
over the phone.
• Research who you’re dealing with before changing your
pension arrangements – check the FCA Register, or call
the FCA on 0800 111 6768 to see if the firm is authorised
by the FCA.
• Don’t be rushed or pressured into making any decision
about your pension — consider getting impartial information
and advice from a financial advisor authorised by the FCA
to help you make the best decision for your own personal
circumstances.
• Be suspicious if you are contacted out of the blue about an
investment opportunity — seek advice from trusted friends,
family members or an independent professional advice
service before making a significant financial decision,
especially when it involves your pension pot. Even genuine
investment schemes can be high risk.
• Be ScamSmart and visit the ScamSmart website to learn
how to protect yourself from pensions scams.
If you suspect a scam, report it.
If you think you’ve been a victim of pension fraud, contact
your pension provider immediately and report it to Action
Fraud online at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123
2040.
You can also report an unauthorised firm or a scam to the
FCA by using their reporting form or by calling 0800 111
6768.
Cold calls about your pension are illegal. You can report
nuisance calls and messages to the Information
Commissioner’s Office using their online reporting tool or by
calling 0303 123 1113.
If you’ve agreed to transfer your pension and now suspect a
scam, contact your pension provider straight away. They may
be able to stop a transfer that hasn’t taken place yet. If you
are unsure of what to do contact the Pensions Advisory
Service for help.
Please do not report crime via Neighbourhood Link as it is
not monitored.
Report fraud directly to Action Fraud:
Rebecca Spilane
Fraud Vulnerability Officer
Leicestershire Police
Ron Archer, Glen Parva Parish Councillor
(East Lubbesthorpe Ward) and Crime Reduction Liaison

Have Your Say
Friday
At Glen Parva Parish Council, we like to keep in touch with
residents in as many ways as we can. We have three social
media platforms — Facebook, Twitter and Instagram — which
are great ways of keeping parishioners up to date with news.
In addition to our website, newsletter and communications by
email or telephone, social media is an extremely useful tool to
engage with members of the public.
We are trialling a new project ‘Have Your Say Friday’ which will
invite you to share any news, views or celebrations via our
social media platforms. If you would like to wish someone a
happy birthday or promote a local business, you can do by
commenting on our pages each Friday. Our usernames for
social media are:
Facebook: facebook.com/glenparvaparish
Twitter and Instagram: @glenparvaparish

Newsletter Adverts
Do you have something you would like to advertise in the Glen Parva News?
Each quarter page advert is £42.00 including VAT.
For more information or to place an ad in a future edition
please contact Deputy Parish Council Manager Rachel Ayton:
admin@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk or call the office (you can leave a message) on 0116 277 1450

Glen Parva Parish Councillors
Parish Councillors can be contacted via the Parish office on 0116 277 1450

EAST LUBBESTHORPE WARD
MR R ARCHER
MR M PRIDEAUX
MR S SIDOROWICZ — Council Vice Chair
MR J SUTCLIFFE

SOUTH WARD
MRS S O’CONNELL
MRS H CAPEWELL
MR H EMBLEY
MR D BROWN
MRS S PROBERT

If anyone is interested in becoming a Parish Councillor please contact the Parish Council Manager.

NORTH WARD
MRS J MARTIN — Council Chair
MRS F TURNER
MR P BOATMAN
MR J PARTRIDGE
MR J ALLEN
MISS J SKIDMORE

The Parish Council contact details are as follows:
Parish Council Manager: Mrs Jayne Pollard
Email:
manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Website: www.glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Twitter:
@glenparvaparish
Facebook: Glen Parva Parish Council
Telephone: 0116 277 1450
Mail:
Parish Council Office, Glen Parva War Memorial Hall, Dorothy Avenue, Glen Parva, Leicester
LE2 9JD
Members of the Parish Council welcome your comments and feedback and we look forward to hearing from you.
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