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Vandalism

Crime

Regretfully we have to report, again, more vandalism
around Glen Parva. Five youths were caught trying to
get into a notice board and set fire to the notices,
wielding planks of wood and caught on CCTV tearing a
poster down from the railings by the Memorial Hall. The
police were informed and using CCTV evidence, a youth
was visited by the police regarding the banner and he
has been warned. He is also going to attend a Parish
Council meeting to address this with Councillors. Some
may question if the CCTV actually works — yes it does.
We have received reports of a fence being damaged at
The Moat site, a car being broken into and daffodils
being uprooted and thrown about in Aylestone Holt
Spinney. Volunteers work hard in the Nature Reserve
areas to keep it looking nice for all visitors and I am sure
you can appreciate that this is so disheartening for them.
There have been several reports of broken glass around
the shelter and AstroTurf on Dorothy Avenue Park.
Please take care when walking your dog around this
area. Any glass is cleaned up as soon as we can but we
may not get every piece up.
The police are fully aware of all of these issues and are
visiting the area on a regular basis.
If you see anybody causing vandalism in the area, please
report it to the police on 101 or 999 if someone is in
danger.

During the month of March, the police mounted a
campaign aimed at preventing burglaries using the
mnemonic WIDE. It outlines the simple but effective
steps that can be taken to reduce the risk of falling
victim to burglary.

Leicester Trading Standards
Leicestershire Trading Standards provides information,
support and intervention to residents to enable you to
keep safe from scams and doorstep crime. We have
produced an advice card on how to protect yourself from
cold calling as a reminder of the Dos and Don’ts, so you
don’t get caught out. Whether you receive a call purporting
to be from your bank or telephone provider or a cold caller
at the door, you can keep this handy card by the front
door. The advice cards would be useful for those who
may live alone and be particularly vulnerable to cold callers.
If you, a family member, friend or neighbour could benefit
from having one of these advice cards, you can get in
touch to obtain one by calling 0116 305 8000 or email
tradingstandards@leics.gov.uk

This has been extended by Neighbourhood Watch to
WIDE(N) and reproduced here:
To help you be and feel safer at home, Neighbourhood
Watch ran a Think WIDE(N) burglary prevention
campaign (1st−31st March), highlighting the simple,
evidence-based WIDE measures which can be taken
in any home on a variety of budgets.
Neighbourhood Watch, believe neighbours keeping an
eye out for each other is key to reducing burglary, so
they have extended the WIDE acronym to WIDE(N):
• W: WINDOWS: Keep your windows locked
• I: INTERIOR: Put inside lights on a timer/smart bulb
• D: DOORS: Double or deadlock your doors
• E: EXTERIOR: Put outside lights on a sensor
• (N): NEIGHBOURS: Keep an eye out for your
neighbours
To learn more about WIDE(N) and burglary prevention
measures, visit ourwatch.org.uk/thinkwiden.
John Hayward-Cripps, CEO of Neighbourhood Watch
Network, said:
“It is not okay for two-thirds of people to fear being
burgled. More needs to be done to help people be and
feel safer, and when it comes to burglary, prevention is
always better than cure. Since 1982 we have been
supporting communities to feel and be safer. We know
that by securing your home’s windows, interior, doors,
exterior and keeping an eye out for neighbours, we can
all give ourselves the best chance of not being burgled.
If you have been burgled recently, criminals are familiar
with your home and may come back once you’ve had
time to purchase new items. Act soon to avoid being
retargeted — use the WIDE(N) advice for a combination
of simple yet effective prevention measures.”
Councillor Ron Archer
Crime Liaison

LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
During the winter months we, the small band of volunteers, have cleared the pathways of leaves in Aylestone Holt spinney,
maintained the laid hedge in the meadows plus the coppicing of hazel in Holt Acre. All done by mid-February just in time for
the start of the birds’ nesting season and finally removed the bramble smothering the bountiful chicory plant.
At the time of writing, it has just turned to spring with the array of colours ranging from the yellow daffodils, lesser celandine
and the brimstone butterfly, the blue violet to the mauve/purple crocus and of course the loveable white snowdrops — a
beautiful time of year.
Sadly, the daffodils are being picked in the spinney and thrown onto the pathways.
In spring, summer and autumn there is slightly less work to do on the reserve so we don’t meet quite so often but the task
list for 2022 is as follows:
• Maintain hedges and branches of trees for the safety of walkers and cyclists.
• Replace rotten wood edging to the pathways in the spinney.
• Clean out the north/west drainage ditch in the spinney.
• Plant a few wild flowers in the wild flower patch located on The Great Central Way near the seat.
• Litter picking, something we have to do on a regular basis, sadly.
• Plant a few more native wild daffodils all around the reserve and wood anemones in suitable places.
• Photograph any new flora and fauna species found on the reserve. The latest species on this list is a fungus called
the Scarlet Elf Cup which can be seen on the volunteers’ Facebook page glenparvanr.
• Check bird nesting boxes in the spinney.
• Survey of users of the nature reserve.
Around November time we plan to do a little more hedge laying on the path leading to Blue Bank Bridge and plant a few
more trees in selected areas.
If you fancy joining our small team of volunteers, please contact Glen Parva Parish Council, phone 0116 277 1450 or email
manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Mr Jim Fletcher
Local Nature Reserve Volunteer

Glen Parva Summer Gala
Saturday 6th August 2022

This year’s gala is due to be held on 6 August and hopefully the sun will be shining.
The Zorb Arena and Inflatable Darts, children’s rides, stalls, beer tent and refreshments will all be
there again.
If you would like to book a stall, email the Parish Office at manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
and a booking form will be sent to you a little nearer the time.

Volunteers • Volunteers • Volunteers
We have a wonderful group of volunteers in Glen Hills Library, The Park Café and the Local Nature Reserve, and if you
would like to join any or all the groups, please get in touch either by dropping into the café or library and speaking to a
volunteer, having a wander around the Local Nature Reserve and if you spot a volunteer have a chat with them, or contact
the Parish Office on 0116 2771450 or email manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk

Dual Bins
You may have noticed around Glen Parva that some
of the litter bins are now Dual Bins — both red and
green. This means that you can dispose of dog waste,
properly bagged, in these bins as well as litter and they
are collected and disposed of correctly by Blaby District
Council. Please make sure that you pick up after your
dog — it is your responsibility. Although dog waste
bags are no longer available from the Parish Office,
they can be bought from most supermarkets or corner
shops.

Edward Drive
Open Space
Last year, we sent a survey out to 165 houses in the
surrounding area of Edward Drive Open Space to see
what the residents wanted the Council to do, if anything,
with the area. Residents were asked, among other
things, if they felt the area was used or over used,
improvements that could be done including a play area,
more benches, a shelter, would it be good to set up a
‘Friends of the Space’ group and also asked for any
ideas they have for the space. Whilst we had some
residents saying that they would like to see a play area
we had some saying that this could encourage antisocial behaviour. We also had suggestions of reinstating
the path with tarmac, putting in a tea/coffee shed, trim
back the bushes and trees and ‘please don’t do anything
— it is lovely as it is’.
We received back 61 completed surveys and we know
that we can’t please everyone but following meetings of
the Planning Leisure and Environment Committee and
the Open Space Working Party to discuss the survey
responses, it has been agreed to install a Memorial Bench
near to the Jubilee tree in the near future. Also, we will be
planting some bulbs around the perimeter of the fence
line and in a small area by one of the entrances. To do
this we may need some volunteers so if you are interested,
please email the Parish Office.

Glen Hills Library
and Park Café
What we’ve been up to
I am sure everyone will agree that the library
and café are looking wonderful after being
redecorated over the extended Christmas break.
We are now displaying our fantastic logo on
the walls.
Our relaunch event on February 5th was a resounding
success. Many visitors turned up to see the fantastic
photographic display put together by Rob French and Mike
Prideaux. The photographs were all taken over the
Christmas/New Year 2020/2021 and put up on our social
media channels.

During the February half term, we donated prizes to the
Heart Hunt set up by Glen Hills School Parent Staff
Association. 65 children handed their entries in to the library.
Half term also saw the reintroduction of LEGO Club. 13
children with accompanying adults turned up and had a
wonderful time. This was so popular that the activity will be
repeated in future school holidays.
On March 5th the Memorial Hall thronged with an
appreciative audience of 70 to see the hilarious performance
of Three Men in a Boat. It was a superb one man show and
a great social get together for local residents.

What’s Happening Now
We have regular weekly and monthly activities to cover a range of interests. Why not drop in and try us out?

Knit and Natter

• Monday mornings 09.30 – 12.30
Bring your own knitting or crochet or help out with various library projects and enjoy the company.

Reading Friends

• First Tuesday of the month 10.30 – 11.30
Do you enjoy reading and talking about books? Come along, bring a book and have a chat.

Creative Writing

• Tuesday 18.00 – 19.30
Do you enjoy writing or want to start? Come along to our friendly group led by our knowledgeable and supportive
tutor, Glen.

Stories and Rhyme

• Wednesday 10.00 – 10.30
For pre-school children and their adults. Come along and have fun and meet other children and adults.

Coffee and Conversation

• First Wednesday of the month 14.00 – 15.30
A friendly group for elderly people. Free transport can be arranged for those who are less mobile and you will get a
complimentary drink and cake on your first visit.
Ring Linda if you are interested in joining us — 07769 698194

Volunteers

The library and café are entirely run by volunteers and as
well as contributing to your local community it is a great way
of making friends and gaining valuable work experience.
We have vacancies for volunteers to help in the café in the
afternoons and at various times in the library. Why not come
in, have a chat and pick up an Expression of Interest form?

Library and Café Opening Times
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY

LIBRARY
9.30–12.30
9.30–12.30, 2.00–5.00
9.30–12.30, 2.00–5.00
9.30–12.30, 2.00–5.00
3.00–5.00
9.00–1.00

CAFÉ
9.30–12.30
9.30–12.30
9.30–12.30, 2.00–4.30
9.30–12.30, 2.00–4.30
3.00–5.00
9.00–1.00

What’s Next
Plant and Seed Share
As last year’s plant and seed share was so successful with new and old gardeners, we will be ‘swapping’ again this
year! From 8th May to 15th May, if you have any seeds, seedlings or cuttings to share, please bring them along to the library
and swap for something else.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June everyone is invited to knit a triangle (or more) of bunting which will be
used to decorate Glen Parva. Knitting patterns and wool are available free from Glen Hills library on Dorothy Avenue.
Can’t knit? Free sessions are to be held at the library. Call in and ask for details.

Summer Reading Challenge
The theme of this Year’s Summer Reading Challenge for 4 to 11 year olds is ‘Gadgeteers’ and is presented by the Reading
Agency in partnership with the Science Museum Group. It should be fun, and you can join and get all your materials in the
library from 2nd July. You have until 10th September to complete.

LEGO Club
By popular request we are running our LEGO club for children aged 7+ on the following dates:
Thursday 21st July
3pm to 4pm
Wednesday 10th August
3pm to 4pm
Thursday 25th August
3pm to 4pm
Pop into the library to book places.

THE QUEEN’S AVENUE
In line with celebrations to mark Her Majesty the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee, the Council have voted to create an
avenue of heritage fruit and nut trees along the bridleway
that runs through Dorothy Memorial Park. It is hoped that
heritage hard fruits and nut trees will line the central
gravelled path from Glen Rise back towards the central
hedge.
The idea fits with the Queen’s Green Canopy — The
Platinum Jubilee 2022, which encourages us to plant and
identify veteran trees, and also will add to biodiversity and

early blossoms for pollinators within the park. Visit
www.queensgreencanopy.org for information about Plant
a Tree for the Jubilee.
Maybe your group, school, class, or organisation might like
to take part by donating and planting a tree, or just by
donating with all funds to be used for the project? Please
contact manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk to
express an interest. We hope to formalise the project and
begin planting in the Autumn.
Councillor Jools Partridge

BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL

Changing Places Toilet
Blaby District Council is delighted to have secured nearly
£70,000 in government funding to install a ‘Changing
Places toilet’ in Blaby village centre.
A Changing Places toilet is a larger, accessible toilet for
people who cannot use standard accessible toilets. It
includes equipment such as hoists, curtains, adult-sized
changing benches, and space for carers.
The Changing Places toilet for accessible users only, will

feature as part of a new toilet block.
Blaby District Council has been working to secure the longterm future of the toilets in Blaby village centre for a
significant period of time, and had already committed
£100,000 capital funding into the project, giving a project
budget totalling £170,000.
If you need further information regarding this project, please
contact Blaby District Council direct on 0116 275 0555.

Proudly Serving Leicestershire for over 100 years

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
We create a unique and bespoke funeral
tailored to you and your loved one
24 Hour Service • Pre-Arranged and
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

EXPERT MEMORIAL MASONS
Creating a lasting memory of your loved one
Bespoke Memorials • Personalised Designs
Unique Showroom • Additional Inscriptions
Memorial Renovations

/GSellerCo

@GSellerCo

Hinckley • Newbold Verdon
office@gseller.co.uk | 0116 278 5634

Wills • Trusts • Lasting Power of Attorney
Estate Planning • Funeral Plans

Have you made your Will yet?
Is your Will up to date?
You are never too
young to have a Will.
We are local, based in
Glen Parva and come to you!
Please contact Nick Hughes

Monday to Wednesday: 7pm – 10.30pm
Thursday and Friday: 5.30pm – 10.30pm
Saturday: 3pm – 11pm Sunday: 2pm – 9.30pm

Mobile 07743 855 847
Oﬃce 0845 568 8574
Email nick@tclegalservices.co.uk
www.tclegalservices.co.uk

Member of the Society of Will Writers
and supporting the work of Rainbows Hospice

supporting

Garden Waste Bins
It’s that time of year again — gardens need clearing,
first grass cut of the season, leaves and small
branches taken down by high winds — have you
subscribed to garden waste collections from Blaby
District Council?
Online prices for a 2022/23 subscription:
• 140-litre small bin − £28.20
• 240-litre large bin − £41.70

Council Meetings
Over the past couple of years we have not been able to
hold face-to-face-meetings, but since the middle of last
year we have, very tentatively, tried to get back to some
sort of normal. All council meetings are held at Glen
Parva War Memorial Hall with full council meetings on
the third Monday of the month and most committees
meeting on the first Monday of the month. If you would
like to come along and see how the council runs, all
agendas are published on the website and all the notice
boards around the Parish. If you would like to become
a councillor and be involved in putting forward your
ideas, decision-making and seeing projects come to
fruition, come along to a meeting or call the Parish
Council Manager for more information.

BIO-BLITZ 2022
The Moat Land (LWS)
and Alison’s Acre
Bio-blitz June 2022
From 7.00pm on Friday 10th June
2022 till the same time on Saturday
11th June, Glen Parva Parish Council
will be facilitating a 24-hour Bio-blitz.
The aim, with the help of county experts, is to try to
identify as many faunal and floral species using the
site as we can. We will have bat detectors, moth traps,
botanists, bird watchers, and much more on site
throughout the event to help you identify what you
find, or just merely to pique your interest in a taxon or
perhaps joining one of our volunteer groups to meet
new friends?
There are grasslands, trees, a river and a pond to
search for species!
Would you like to help or just take part? Then contact
us by email to join our mailing list for the event at
manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Councillor Jools Partridge

Glen Parva Parish Councillors
Parish Councillors can be contacted via the Parish office on 0116 277 1450
EAST LUBBESTHORPE WARD
MR R ARCHER
MR M PRIDEAUX
MR S SIDOROWICZ — Council Vice Chair
VACANCY

SOUTH WARD
MRS S O’CONNELL
MRS H CAPEWELL
MR H EMBLEY
MR D BROWN
MRS S PROBERT

If anyone is interested in becoming a Parish Councillor please contact the Parish Council Manager.

NORTH WARD
MRS J MARTIN — Council Chair
MRS F TURNER
MR P BOATMAN
MR J PARTRIDGE
MR J ALLEN
MISS J SKIDMORE

The Parish Council contact details are as follows:
Parish Council Manager: Mrs Jayne Pollard
Email:
manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Website: www.glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
Twitter:
@glenparvaparish
Facebook: Glen Parva Parish Council
Telephone: 0116 277 1450
Mail:
Parish Council Office, Glen Parva War Memorial Hall, Dorothy Avenue, Glen Parva, Leicester
LE2 9JD
Members of the Parish Council welcome your comments and feedback and we look forward to hearing from you.
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