
 
GLEN PARVA WRITERS 

Libraries are such special places and the one in Glen Parva is extra special. I’m 

not just saying that. I don’t even live here, but I think this is one of the 

friendliest of communities it’s possible to find. Your library volunteers. Your 

café volunteers. Your sensible parish council that works so well with the 

community. It’s a pleasure to come here once a week to work with some of the 

talented folk who live in the village. 

I used the word ‘work’ but the meetings of the Glen Parva Writers’ group 

consist of at least 50% laughter. There is no pressure to write or to do any more 

than turn up. It’s a critique group but gently so. Someone reads their story, or 

memoir or poem and the rest of us point out what is good about it and, if 

necessary, where it doesn’t quite work. Or if there’s a cliché that could, perhaps, 

be avoided. 

 If there are not enough manuscripts to take up the full meeting - hour and a half 

- I give a task, or put something on the table, a bag of carrots perhaps, and give 

the group ten minutes to free write about the object. I do it too. Leading from 

the front. Like King Richard the Third ... hmm, perhaps not such a good idea, 

look what happened to him. It’s amazing what members come up with. Talent 

will out! 

Obviously, the group hasn’t met since March 2020 but we formed an email 

group which has proved to be as successful as the real thing. It works more or 

less the same as the real thing. Every week I give a task and members write 

something on that theme and send it to the group, or not, as they wish. Every 

week, I gather together those stories which have come in and send them out via 

email in a read-only format. There can easily be 10/12 pages.  

Anyone who wishes may join the email group, though we have to have a limit 

on numbers or it would become unmanageable. There is no cost involved and if 

necessary, I will continue the group on email, if anyone wishes, after lockdown 

is but a memory. 

Glen Parva Writers started on 4 July 2017. Maybe we’ll be back in the Library 

for its 4th birthday? If we are, we’ll have a party.  

We have space for two or three more members and are quite happy to see 

anyone who wishes to come. Try a taster session. There’s no commitment. We 

meet at 6pm, every Tuesday, and finish at 7.30pm. The cost is £3 per session, 

£1 of which goes towards Library funds. Everyone is welcome, whatever their 

ability and/or experience. 

 If you are interested in the email group and/or the real deal, the parish clerk can 

give you my contact details. Or just turn up at the Library.  



Glenise Lee- Co-ordinator, Glen Parva Writers. 
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