IN REMEMBRANCE

An event was held in the Glen Parva Memorial Garden on Sunday, 29th April 2018, Glen Parva to
remember five servicemen of the community who gave their lives in the First World War and to
unveil a memorial plaque to Robert Cruickshank. He was awarded the Victoria Cross 100 years ago
for valour in the same War.

The Last Post was played in remembrance of:

* Sergeant Albert Edwin Hannay Ball of the Leicestershire Regiment, who died on 20th October
1914, aged 26,

« Rifleman Harry Victor Boulter of the King’s Royal Rifle Corps, who died on 1st October 1916,

 Second Lieutenant John Curtis Bruce of the Leicestershire Regiment, who died on 25th March
1918, aged 21,

* Private John Joseph Hubbard of the King’s Liverpool Regiment, who died on 20th June 1918, aged
18,

« John Augustus Warner of the Durham Light Infantry, who died on 23rd April 1917.

The Chairman of Glen Parva Parish Council, Councillor Mrs Jan Martin, gave a brief resumé of
Robert Cruickshank’s life, from his birth in Canada in 1888 to his death in 1961 in Glen Parva, where
he and his wife, Gwendoline, had lived for about 30 years.

Mrs Martin described Robert’s service on the Somme in 1916, during which he was wounded.

After recuperating, he was sent to Palestine. On 1st May, 1918, at Wadi el Haud,

Private Cruickshank volunteered to carry an urgent message along the front line to Company Head-
quarters. He was hit several times by a sniper but made three attempts to climb the wadi wall. His
wounds were then of such a nature that he could make no further attempt to deliver the message and
he lay all day in a precarious position, being sniped at and wounded again.

Rescued after dark, he was found to be suffering from eight bullet wounds.

Members of the community and invited persons, including the Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire,
Jennifer, Lady Gretton DCVO J.P., watched as Mrs Martin, aided by her grandson, Alexander Davis,
unveiled the stone plaque, which simply said, under an engraving of the Victoria Cross medal,

PRIVATE ROBERT CRUICKSHANK
LONDON REGIMENT
LONDON SCOTTISH

1ST MAY 1918

As the Union Flag was slowly pulled from the plaque, Pipe Major Jim McLucas, of the London
Scottish Regiment, played a bagpipe lament. This was followed by the laying of a wreath by
Second Lieutenant Oli Bainbridge, on behalf of the London Scottish Regimental Colonel, Colonel
Alistair Bruce.

Following the event, the Chairman invited everyone present to take refreshments in the War Memo-
rial Hall.

The Chairman of the Parish Council said, ‘A hero is a person who has special courage, yet a hero is
not necessarily a full time occupation; a hero may be an ordinary person who does
extraordinary deeds when circumstances demand. Robert seemed to be an ordinary man.’

Robert’s service to others continued when he lived in Glen Parva. He became a Major in the Home
Guard in the Second World War and in 1946 he joined the Parish Council, being elected Chairman,



a role he carried out for fourteen years. Robert’s ashes were interred in the churchyard of Blaby All
Saints Church. After his death, his wife donated his Victoria Cross medal to the
Regimental Museum.
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