
 

Leicestershire Libraries’ favourite lockdown resources online  

We know there’s lots of help and information on the internet for you during lockdown, but if 
you’re finding it all a bit overwhelming, here are our Top 5 recommendations in 5 categories:  

Keeping children entertained  

1. BookTrust Home Time Online Storytimes  

2. National Literacy Trust – Family Zone  

3. Twinkl  
General education resources across the curriculum; Foundation to KS4 including ebooks 
and story resources. Free whilst schools are closed.  

4. The Spark Arts for Children - Spark at Home  

5. Nosy Crow  
Free information booklet explaining the Coronavirus to children. 

Reading resources  

1. National Shelf Service  
A new daily YouTube broadcast featuring book recommendations from professional 
librarians. The daily videos will focus on helping children and families discover new reading 
experiences.  

2. BBC Radio 4 Bookclub  
Features podcasts of discussions with groups of readers and authors talking about their 
books and writing. Author clips, book promotion, quizzes, and recommended reads are also 
a feature of the website. 

3. Libraries connected  
In support of providing libraries from home. Regular updates about online/digital book 
festivals, book and author events, audio and e-book promotions.  

4. Good reads and Love Reading  
Helping you to discover your next great read. Includes genre book lists and best books for 
reading groups.  

5. The Reading Agency  
One stop information and reading guides for all ages and reading abilities. Also provides 
information about dealing with loneliness and reading lists for health management, 
wellbeing, reading groups, and young people, children.  

Culture in quarantine  

1. BBC Culture in Quarantine  
Guides, performances, plays, book festivals, theatre and dance performances from the 
archives plus new recordings too. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources
https://www.facebook.com/SparkArtsFestival/
https://nosycrow.com/blog/released-today-free-information-book-explaining-coronavirus-children-illustrated-gruffalo-illustrator-axel-scheffler/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPUIqlJM0aieXdq-LxKDvWA/live
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006s5sf
https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome
https://www.goodreads.com/
https://www.lovereading.co.uk/
https://readingagency.org.uk/adults/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts


2. Google Arts & Culture  
Putting the treasures, stories and knowledge of over 2,000 cultural institutions from 80 
countries at your fingertips. 

3. National Theatre at Home  
Tune into the NT Live YouTube channel every Thursday, 7pm to watch a FREE online 
production premiere of a NT performance. Catch it for 7 days on demand.  

4. The Southbank Centre  
Their doors may be closed for now, but they'll bring art, culture and creativity to you, via our 
blogs, videos, playlists and insights.  

5. The Poetry Archive  
The Poetry Archive is making a call for all poets, asking that they make a video/film 
recording of themselves reading or reciting a single poem. They will then begin publishing 
the poems to the new Poetry Archive YouTube channel. In September 2020, a panel led by 
Imtiaz Dharker will select their 20 favourite entries for a special Archive collection, WordView 
2020, to be celebrated on their website.  

Digital skills  

1. Internet Matters  
Supporting families online, providing “expert support and practical tips to help children 
benefit from connected technology and the internet safely and smartly.” The website also 
has a #StaySafeStayHome section.  

2. Learn My Way 
Lots of free short courses to improve your digital skills. Subjects including online shopping, 
video calling, online safety, online banking. Very easy to use and accessible. 

3. BT Skills for Tomorrow (similar to Learn My Way) 

4. Age UK  
Glossary of tech terms.  

5. Hour of Code 
Lots of free, hour long self-led tutorials introducing children to coding. Projects for a range of 
skill levels and ages with lots themed around pop culture such as Minecraft, Star Wars, 
Moana, Frozen etc. Learn to create fun games and animations and much more!  

Keeping healthy in isolation  

1. Fitness studio videos promoted by NHS  

2. Managing a health condition and finding ways to move  

3. Top tips to improve your mental wellbeing (NHS) 

4. Carers' health and wellbeing when looking after someone with dementia 

5. Free online singing event  

https://artsandculture.google.com/?hl=en
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/
https://poetryarchive.org/news/poetry-archive-now-poems-for-2020-launches-april-10th-2020/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.learnmyway.com/subjects
https://www.bt.com/skillsfortomorrow/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/work-learning/technology-internet/online-terms/
https://hourofcode.com/uk/learn
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-fitness-studio/
http://www.weareundefeatable.co.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/top-tips-to-improve-your-mental-wellbeing/
https://www.dementiauk.org/get-support/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.thesofasingers.com/
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