Glen Parva

NEWS

Gala
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Saturday 4th August
2pm to 5pm
This is an opportunity for you, your charity or organisation to
raise money whilst having a fun day out. It’s also a good
opportunity to promote your organisation and its activities.
If you wish to reserve a stall at £15 per stall, please contact the
Parish Office for details on 0116 2771450.

As usual there will be a variety of events including the National
Festival Circus, birds of prey, climbing wall and bungee jump,
classic cars display, beer tent, stalls and refreshments and
much more!

Chairman’s Annual Report 2018

It was a tough year for Glen Parva Parish Council during 2017,
first Jayne Pollard our Deputy Parish Council Manager had a
prolonged absence, Rachel Ayton our Administration Assistant
was away on maternity leave, and Joanne our Parish Council
Manager became poorly again when her illness returned with
tragic consequences.

to help with our administration during Jayne’s illness. She has
been a great help. Glenise was responsible for pulling all the
Major Cruickshank material together and we appreciate
everything that she has done for us. We were sorry to see her
go at the end of April and we thank her very much for help and
support during a very difficult time.

Joanne died on 21st November 2017. She was without doubt
the face of the Parish Council for 27 years.

We were also very pleased and relieved to gain the services of
Hannah Surtees. She has been invaluable to us and now deals
with all of our finances and is a great support to Jayne and we
hope that she will continue to work with us in the future.

We have paid a wonderful tribute to Joanne. My sentiments
and those of the council were reported in our Parish Newsletter,
we placed owl boxes and seats with her name on in the nature
reserve fields and in the Remembrance Garden. They will all
remain a lasting tribute to Jo who was loved and appreciated
by the whole of our community and everyone who knew her.
We have received thanks from Joanne’s husband John and
family.
Jayne was absent for the majority of the year due to her
husband Chris’ ill health and then unfortunately her own, we
were pleased that Jayne was able to return to work in
November. She continued in her role as Deputy Parish Council
Manager and was later promoted to Acting Parish Manager for
a period of six months. We offer Jayne our congratulations and
sincere thanks for taking on a hard task at a difficult time.
Rachel Ayton took maternity leave in the autumn to be with
baby Joshua but returned to work on May 1st as our new
Senior Administration Officer. We offer her our congratulations
and wish Rachel all the best in her new role.
We were pleased to be able to gain the services of Glenise Lee

We have also said goodbye to John Lowe, a volunteer, who
has popped into the office on a regular basis for many years.
We thank him for his help and support
Mike Wallace was more than a litter picker, he also became a
bit of a handy man. Now he has taken retirement and we shall
miss him and we thank him very much for his service to the
Council and for everything he has done.
I am pleased to announce that we now have a replacement for
Mike and, with DIY skills very much in mind, we are pleased to
welcome Nigel Gray to the council staff. We wish him well and
hope that he enjoys his role.
Donna Coyle, our cleaning wizard, has now been given more
hours and is making a fine job of the back offices, which will
become our new storage area.
We were pleased to welcome new Councillor Heather Capewell
to the Parish Council. I hope she enjoys getting involved with
all of our Council and community matters and I look forward to
working with her in the future.

The Park Café and the Library continues to be the hub of our
community. We are certainly the envy of other parishes and
community groups who use us as a sounding board for success.
We have had quiz nights, had interesting speakers and local
authors and even a wine tasting evening. We also held a very
successful McMillan coffee morning and the generosity of our
community helped to support a very worthwhile cause.
Thank you to all of our library and café volunteers, the fabulous
cake makers and the Knit and Natter Group, who bring the
festive periods to life and have raised the incredible sum of
£1826 by making crafts and selling and raffling them. The
money goes to supporting the library and they are without
doubt the unsung heroes of our community and the reason for
the success of this wonderful community hub that we have
now created for the people of Glen Parva.
Children from the local playgroups continue to visit the library
for story time and the computers for the children have been
changed to tablets making it easy for them to use.
The nature reserve gained its third Green Flag award after
being judged by a mystery shopper and we were judged for the
fourth time this year on April 17th and we await the result. We
owe a debt of gratitude to our volunteers who look after the
nature reserve, Holt Acre and the spinney. Without them this
would be unthinkable. They give their time freely and do a
wonderful job, so our thanks go to all of our volunteers and to
Sam Village from Leicestershire County Council who always
provides help, support and encouragement to us all and without
whose help we would never have achieved so much. Thank
you also for coordinating the building and siting of the owl
boxes which now stand proud in the nature reserve. Our
memorial garden continues to flourish under the guidance of
Julie Partridge, our gardener. She understands how it should
look and she is doing a wonderful job getting it into shape. We
thank Julie for her hard work.
We continue to hold regular Parish Council surgeries where
residents have an opportunity to speak to Councillors on an
informal basis concerning any issues they might have. There
are always at least two councillors in attendance.
We also maintain a good relationship with our local police.
We held our first Glen Parva Open Gardens in June 2017 and
the proceeds were given to the Sensory Garden Project at
LOROS.
The Open Gardens was a popular event and will be held again
this year on June 9th 11am – 5pm. Thank you to Bob Charlton
and Alan Methven for their organization and support.
We held our Annual Summer Fete in August and despite the
awful weather at the beginning it turned out to be a brilliant
afternoon. A good selection of stalls and an added attraction of
a bar was very welcome. Refreshments were served from the
Park Café and again thanks to the generosity of our community
with a good selection of home baked cakes the proceeds went
to supporting the library.
Our annual Remembrance Service in November was again
officiated by Jason Duffin from Glencroft Church. Thank you
to him and to the Scouts from Glen Hills 62nd group. In
December there was a Christmas event, organized by Jason
Duffin, and we thank him for his help and support.
We also had the annual pantomime, Jack and the Beanstalk,
which was enjoyed by everyone just after Christmas
The Glen Parva young offenders units are being demolished,

outline planning permission has been granted, further information
has just started to filter through and a meeting for residents
was set up at St. Thomas church in Wigston on 21st April. It was
well attended and the modified plans are looking promising.
There is no further news on plans to build the houses at the top
of Cork Lane.
We are investigating the situation with the gates at the entrance
to Holt Acre to see if we still have to have them locked and
unlocked on a daily basis now that the situation has changed
regarding the residents.
Plans have been submitted to build a community church in
Cork Lane. There are some concerns regarding this so the
County Council rather than the planning department at Blaby
District Council will make the decision.
We unfortunately had to raise our precept by 10% for the
2018/2019, due to grants being cut from Central Government
to Blaby District Council, which are usually passed on to us.
Unfortunately the Parish Council will be asked to pay for more
and more as the cuts start to bite. We already have to contribute
to the cutting of grass verges. The Council remains concerned
and aware of the level of contribution to the Parish by way of
the precept but we also feel that it is important to maintain our
services to the people of Glen Parva.
I want to start my thank yous by thanking Linda Sidorowicz for
coordinating the library. Linda and her team are the reason for
its success and they deserve huge thanks.
The Parish Council had to deal with a few complex issues
during 2017 and I want to thank those Councillors who, apart
from putting in a lot of time, dealt with them professionally and
sensitively. Sometimes we feel a little out of depth when
sensitive issues arise but the support from LRALC, the
Leicestershire & Rutland Association of Local Councils, is
invaluable.
I really must thank Stan Sidorowicz for always being there and
supporting me and making things easier. He does a
tremendous amount for the Council and I know like me he
sometimes thinks he has a full time job, but Stan and I share
the same ethics for the Council and he is always at the end of
a phone and a pleasure to work with. I really consider that we
work as a team for the benefit of the Council.
Thank you to all of the Councillors for their help and support
throughout the year.
Thank you to all of the staff: Paul Morley, Don Hurst, Glyn
Calow, Mike Wallace, Donna Coyle and Pauline Antill.
Last but definitely not least, thank you to Jayne Pollard who
stepped into the breach and became Acting Parish Council
Manager at a very difficult time for the Council.
I am now very pleased to announce that from June 1st 2018
Jayne will be the new Glen Parva Parish Council Manager.
Over the last six months in the temporary role Jayne had
big boots to fill but has proved herself to be the right person for
the job. We offer her our congratulations and wish her every
success for her future with us.
I now like to think that we have a very good team at the helm
to take Glen Parva Parish Council into the future. We could be
facing a challenging time but I feel sure that if everyone pulls
together it will also be an exciting and rewarding future .
On behalf of Glen Parva Parish Council,
Jan Martin

Knit and Natter – Glen Hills Library
The Glen Hills Knit and Natter Group started in January 2016.
The original idea was that it would be run for two hours every
month but it was soon evident that this was totally inadequate
and it quickly developed to three hours weekly. Within a year
we realised that we needed more time and we now have weekly
afternoon sessions too.
We welcome all ages
and levels of ability
and there is always
someone who can help
out if you have a
problem. Everyone is
encouraged to bring
their own project —
knitting, crochet, cross
stitch, quilt making,
card making, etc. We
have a wide range of
patterns and can
supply/find patterns for
almost anything.
We also have optional seasonal suggestions (chicks at Easter,
poppies in October for November and a variety of Christmas
projects) which are sold to raise funds for the library. At each
sale — Christmas, Easter and the Glen Parva Summer Fete
— we raise approximately £500.

Memorial Bush

Glen Hills Gardening Club planted a magnolia bush in the
Memorial Garden in April in memory of Joanne Small.

It is a very sociable group, often there is more nattering and
laughter than knitting going on.
Many good friendships have been made and we have one or
two social events during the year.
We totally agree with
the research done by
Knit for Peace which
found that ‘Knitting
leads to a healthier
population, reducing
depression and anxiety,
it slows the onset of
dementia and distracts
from chronic pain’. Also
it is a sociable activity
that helps overcome
isolation and loneliness.
Why not come along.
Everyone is welcome.
Just come along with
your project or just come for inspiration. It is free, all we ask is
that you buy a drink from our café.
Tuesday: 9 – 12pm
Thursday: 2 – 4pm

Glen Parva Parish Council

OPEN GARDENS
FOR CHARITY
SATURDAY 9th JUNE 2018
11am–4pm

After the success of last year’s
Open Gardens event, we are again
welcomed into some of the beautiful
gardens of Glen Parva which have
kindly opened up for us.
Advance admission programmes are
available for purchase from 26th May
from: the Parish Office and Park Café,
Dorothy Avenue; Mrs Jan Martin 07988
492524; Mr Bob Charlton 07411 295226.
Admission — £3 per adult
(accompanied children free)

Proceeds will go to Breast Cancer Care
in memory of Joanne Small

Children’s Author
Matt Beighton

Glen Hills Library & Park Café
Summer Opening Times
Library
Monday

9.00–12.30

2.00–7.00

Tuesday

9.00–12.30

2.00–5.00

Wednesday

9.00–12.30

2.00–5.00

Thursday

9.00–12.30

2.00–7.00

Closed

Closed

9.00–1.00

Closed

Friday
Saturday

Café

On March 26th Glen Hills Library were delighted to welcome
children’s author Matt Beighton who came along to read
some chapters from his upcoming books.
Children who came to see Matt were also given the chance
to buy signed copies of his books.

Monday

9.00–12.30

2.00–4.30

Tuesday

9.00–12.30

2.00–4.30

Wednesday

9.00–12.30

2.00–4.30

Thursday

9.00–12.30

2.00–4.30

Friday

9.00–1.00

Closed

Saturday

9.00–1.00

Closed

What Libraries Deliver
for their Communities

Football
Pitch
Do you have a local football team looking
for a pitch? Changing rooms and facilities
are also available on Dorothy Avenue
Playing Fields. Call the Parish Office for
further details.

Dog Waste

Please remember to pick up after your
dog. Free bags are available from the
Parish Office.

Lost Trees and
Hedgerows in
Glen Parva
Local Crime Statistics
Burglaries (private dwellings including break
into garages/garden sheds/business):
Blaby
Glen Parva
Whetstone
Cosby

–
–
–
–

3
2
2
2

We are losing valuable trees and hedgerows at a rate of
knots due to new developments in gardens, and hardly a
day goes by without the ominous sound of the chainsaws.

TREES absorb small
particulate matter
from the atmosphere,
enabling us to breathe
cleaner air

LARGE, HEALTHY
TREES have the
greatest per tree
effects upon
pollution removal

Vehicle Related Crime:
Blaby
Glen Parva
Whetstone
Cosby

–
–
–
–

6
7
2
7

Quick Stat: between 1st April 2018 and 25th April 2018
the police received 228 calls during the month for Blaby,
Whetstone, Glen Parva and Cosby beat.

Wills • Trusts • Lasting Power of Attorney
Estate Planning • Funeral Plans

Have you made your Will yet?
Is your Will up to date?
You are never too
young to have a Will.
We are local, based in
Glen Parva and come to you!
Please contact Nick Hughes

Mobile 07743 855 847
Oﬃce 0845 568 8574
Email nick@tclegalservices.co.uk
www.tclegalservices.co.uk

Member of the Society of Will Writers
and supporting the work of Rainbows Hospice

supporting

75 Upper Bond Street | Hinckley | Leics | LE10 1RH
70 Main Street | Newbold Verdon | Leics | LE9 9NP
3 The Parade | Needham Avenue | Glen Parva | LE2 9JL

Our Family Caring For Your Family
Funerals

Memorials

A Unique & Bespoke Funeral Service Be tting
To You & Your Loved One

Creating A Lasting Memory To Your Loved One

24 Hour Service

Bespoke Memorials & Unique Showroom
Additional Inscriptions

Pre-Arranged & Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Renovations

/GSellerCo

@GSellerCo

0116 278 5634 ● www.gseller.co.uk ● o ce@gseller.co.uk

Waste Bins
As Blaby District Council are changing collections of household waste to fortnightly, listed
below are details of what you can and can’t put in your recycling bin.

What can I put in my recycling bin?
Yes please

No thanks

• Plastic bottles – milk, mineral water, drinks
bottles, shampoo, detergent, bleach, fabric
conditioners etc.
• Tins and cans – aluminium drink cans and steel
food tins(please rinse)
• Sweet/chocolate tins
• Foil – tin foil, foil trays, foil pie trays, takeaway
trays
• Empty aerosol cans – hairspray, deodorants
etc.
• Food trays, fruit punnets (including lids),
packaging film, margarine and ice cream tubs
• Small plant pots and seed trays (no soil)
• Yoghurt pots
• Milk and juice cartons
• Foam fast food boxes and egg boxes
• Plastic cutlery
• Carrier Bags
• Glass bottles(any colour)
• Glass jars (any colour)
• Newspapers
• Magazines
• Junk mail
• Shredded paper
• Envelopes
• Catalogues
• Cereal boxes
• Telephone directories (including yellow pages)
• Cardboard

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paint tins
Polystyrene
Toys
Plastic furniture
Crisp bags
Kitchen utensils, pots and pans, cutlery
Video cassettes
Bubble wrap
Broken or Plate glass
Pyrex
Crockery
Glass ornaments
Ceramics
Hardback books
Bin liners
Nappies
Household waste
Food
Textiles and Shoes (use Mind bag)
Batteries (use battery bag or sandwich bag)
Small electrical items (use Mind bag)

Battery Bag
Yes please
•
•
•
•

Used household batteries
Used mobile phone batteries
Used lithium batteries
Used hearing aid batteries

No thanks
• Industrial batteries
• Car batteries
• Motor bike batteries

Robert Edward Cruickshank VC
On 29th April, Glen Parva Parish
Council were pleased to unveil
a plaque to commemorate 100
years since Private Robert Edward
Cruickshank was awarded the
Victoria Cross.
Council Chairman Jan Martin gave
a touching tribute before unveiling
the plaque in the Memorial Garden
with the help of her grandson,
Alexander Davis, a pupil at Glen
Hills Primary School. Guests were
invited into the War Memorial Hall
for refreshments afterwards.
Thank you to everyone who joined
us for this momentous occasion.

PARISH
COUNCILLORS
Parish Councillors can be contacted
via the Parish office on 0116 277 1450
EAST
LUBBESTHORPE
WARD
MR R ARCHER
MR M PRIDEAUX
MR S SIDOROWICZ
— Council Vice Chair
MR J SUTCLIFFE

SOUTH WARD
MR A METHVEN
MRS M DUNN
MRS S O’CONNELL
MR B CHARLTON
MRS H CAPEWELL

NORTH WARD
MR M BEAVER
MRS J MARTIN
— Council Chair

MRS F TURNER
MR A RUSHTON
MRS J BUKIEL
MR J HORTON

If anyone is interested in becoming a
Parish Councillor please contact the
Parish Council Manager.

The Parish Council contact details are as follows:
Email:
Website:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Telephone:
Mail:

manager@glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
www.glenparvaparishcouncil.org.uk
@glenparvaparish
Glen Parva Parish Council
0116 277 1450
Parish Council Office, Glen Parva War Memorial Hall, Dorothy Avenue, Glen Parva, Leicester
LE2 9JD

Members of the Parish Council welcome your comments and feedback and we look forward to hearing from you.
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