‘FULL OF THE JOYS OF SPRING’

That was what Reg Nowell said whenever you asked him how he was. His reply never varied, not
even if you meet him in the middle of Waitrose car park, in a howling gale, or lashing wind or
scorching sun. He was the kindest and gentlest of men.

This genial Yorkshireman’s philosophy of ‘working to serve’ manifested itself in so many ways in
this part of Leicestershire from when he arrived here in 1940 at the age of 27: treasurer to the Blaby
Rural Council, founder member of the Leicestershire Association of Finance Officers - he was its
first secretary, holding that position for 21 years; a part time lecturer on local government law and
founder member of the Leicestershire Association of Parish Clerks; public administrator at Leicester
College of Art and Technology; churchwarden and treasurer of All Saints church in Blaby; Sunday
school teacher and superintendent of Glen Hills Church of England Sunday School; a member of the
Rotary Club from its foundation in 1976, of which he was treasurer for many years and President in
1980; treasurer to the Rural Community Council and Clerk to Countesthorpe Parish Council for 33
years until 1984.

For many years, Reg served in the Special Constabulary and held the
rank of inspector. But it is as Clerk to Glen Parva Parish Council that
he is best known in the village. He became Clerk in June 1944, a
position he held till his death in 1988.

Apparently, in all the years he worked for local councils, he only ever
had one complaint from a ratepayer. One man wrote to him saying, ‘I
have been a member of Mr Nowell’s club for 27 years but now wish
to resign because of the ever increasing subscriptions.’

From the Glen Parva Archive




