The story of Featherby’s Nursery
By John Featherby

My Grandpa James Webster Featherby originates from the north, |
think from the Doncaster area. He was a farm hand in the days
when you stood in York market with twist of straw in your lapel to
signify you were available for hire. If the farmer hired you it was for
a year and you lived on the farm. He fought in the First World War
but was honourably discharged in August 1917 because of an injury.

He eventually came to Leicester working as a gardener at one of the
big houses in Stoneygate. At some stage he met my Grandma and
she taught him to read and write. They scrimped and saved, taking
in washing etc. Eventually they nearly had enough money to buy
the land opposite the gas works on Aylestone Road. His boss loaned
him the last £20 for the purchase which he paid back as soon as
possible. He then saved enough money to buy the land at the
bottom of Cork Lane, about 2 acres, allegedly digging it by hand.

Nursery House Cork Lane a view from the back of the house Then later he bought another 12 acres.

According to my dad he also rented the land which is where the
memorial hall and park is, but wouldn’t buy it because the owner
wanted sixpence an acre too much for it. He had 3 children, my dad
Ken, Uncle Alan Featherby and Aunty Jean Williams. When the
Second World War broke out presumably Uncle Alan was in a
reserved occupation, and dad joined the army.

Grandparents standing in brassica with Greendale Rd at the back

In the second picture Glen Rise can just be seen in the background

After the war he worked on the nursery. Uncle
Alan and Grandpa concentrated on growing the
vegetables on the land which is now built on up
to the woods. Dad handled the greenhouses,
growing tomatoes and bedding plants etc.

The bulk of the trade was the vegetables, food
being in short supply after the war.

They sold it on Leicester market standing 3 days a week. They also sold direct from the nursery. A shed was built on the nursery and used as a
shop. News would get around Glenhills that they had oranges for sale!! Until the day the nursery was sold, the shed was still there and we still
called it “the shop”!

They also built a pig sty during the war. You had to rear 2 pigs, 1 for the state and 1 for yourself. The land where the park is now where the
swings etc are they used to rear hens, and was called believe it or not “the chicken field”

At the back of the nursery towards the railway line was a sewage farm.

As the years went on, competition increased from supermarkets, and supplies imported from round the world and they decided to split the
business up. Planning permission was applied for to build, but they were told that it would not be passed while the sewer was there and there
were no plans to move the sewer.

So in approximately 1966 they sold the 12
acre field to Keith Parsons.
The council later put in a pumping station and

the sewage was pumped to Whetstone. So
the land became available for planning
permission.

Uncle Alan carried on buying and selling vegetables in Leicester market and dad retained the greenhouses and approximately 1.5 acres of land
to grow and wholesale the produce. Then in approximately 1975 dad and Keith sold out to the builders and that was as they say the end of the
nursery.

This explains the following road names:

Featherby Drive, Parsons Drive and Nursery Hollow



